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Dates for Your Diary:
•

06/09/19 – CCFF AGM &
Quarterly Board Meeting

• Flood Warden Training24th September 2019 – West
Cornwall
25th September 2019 – Mid
Cornwall
28th September 2019 – East
Cornwall.
•

04/11/19 - CCFF Annual
Conference, Penzance

Please see further on for details of
these events.

Welcome to the second edition of the CCFF
eNewsletter
We welcome your feedback and contributions to future editions. This
newsletter is only produced in electronic form which we hope will help
you forward on to friends, family and contacts. This edition has been
brought to you by James Biscoe, CCFF eNews Editor, and Molly Flynn,
CCFF Community Flood Resilience Co-ordinator.

CCFF DEDICATED WEBSITE

CCFF New Website:
www.cornwallcommunityfloodforum
.org.uk

In addition to our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube presence,
CCFF now has its own dedicated website designed by Designs Down South.
This was made possible through funding from the Communities Prepared
Phase 2 Project, in which CCFF is a delivery project partner. The new
website is independent of the Cornwall Council website, which means that
it can be updated and revised by our Officer without having to rely on very
busy Cornwall Council staff to do this on our behalf. We would like to
thank them for their support in maintaining the webpages until this point.
Our new website boasts plenty of interactive features, such as
downloadable training materials, the Cornwall Community Resilience
Map, easy membership sign up and much more! To visit the website, click
on the link in the panel on the left-hand side. Feedback and suggestions
are welcome to Molly.Flynn@cornwallrcc.ac.uk

Summer 2019

ORGANISATION AND MANAGEMENT OF
CCFF
Cathryn Marcus has completed her term as our Officer.
We thank Cathryn warmly for bringing her skills and
experience to bear and further thank her again for taking
on the role of Treasurer. She follows Martyn Alvey who
stood down from this position to continue his new role
as Chairman.
We have recruited Molly Flynn as our new Community
Flood Resilience Coordinator, with effect from April 2019
after the usual thorough CRCC process of applications,
interviews and references. Cathryn ran a most thorough
hand over and induction to Molly across six weeks
culminating in the Board Meeting on the 14th of June
since when Molly has been flying solo.
Molly has a BSc in Geography from the University of
Exeter as well as an MSc in Volcanology which was
completed at the University of Bristol. In the short time
which Molly has worked at CCFF she has seen to the
completion of the new website for CCFF. As part of her
induction and hand over from Cathryn she has contacted
the various agencies which CCFF works with and has
visited and spoken with Parish Councils and flood groups.

Beaver Field Trip, June 2019

BEAVER FIELD TRIP
At the end of June, CCFF and Chris Jones (CCFF Trustee)
put on a field trip for our members to learn more about
natural flood management. Before being taken into the
beaver field, we were shown a short video about what
results beavers have had on reducing flood risk in other
parts of the world. For more details on this, please see
our blog which can be found in the ‘News’ section of our
new website:

CCFF Members on the Beaver Field Trip, June 2019

http://www.cornwallcommunityfloodforum.org.uk/new
s/beaver-field-trip/
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COMMUNITY FLOOD PLANS AND VOLUNTEER WARDEN TRAINING
2 flood volunteer warden training taster sessions were held in March with Cornwall Community Resilience Network
(CCRN) Partners. The Chacewater workshop was attended by councillors and/ or clerks from Landulph, Ludgvan,
Perranzabuloe, Penzance, Helston, Mawnan, Mabe, Calstock, Luxulyan, St Just, St Maybn, St Dominic, Dobwalls, St
Cleer, Chacewater and St Agnes. The St Breward workshop saw members of Wadebridge, Camelford, Constantine,
Deviock and Stoke Climsland Parish/Town Councils attend. Positive feedback was received for both workshops, and
follow-up emails requesting further support was received by many. Due to the success of these workshops, we are
holding three more in September 2019. These will be on Tuesday 24th September (Goldsithney), Wednesday 25th
(Mylor) and Saturday 28th (Lanivet). For further information on these, or to book a space, please contact our CCFF
Officer Molly.Flynn@cornwallrcc.org.uk.
Par and St Blazey
In May, CCFF and our CCRN partners travelled
to Par and St Blazey where Amy Pearce of the
Environment Agency gave CCFF, EA and
Cornwall Council Resilience and Emergency
Management Officers a tour of the seven
zones included in their well set-out flood plan.
We then ran through a desktop scenario and
the group co-ordinators reconsidered how
they would activate the plan and how it can be
modified to respond to different flood
scenarios. The next step for this flood group
will be to hold a live outdoor exercise of their
flood plan in the dark and rain!
Par and St Blazey Desktop Exercise, May 2019
Perranporth
Since the Winter 2019 newsletter, two new Parish Councils have
been visited by CCFF: Perranarworthal and Perranzabuloe.
Perranporth have started developing their community flood plan.
Perranzabuloe Parish Councillors hosted a walkover of the
Perrancombe and Bolingey Stream in July to share their local
understanding and perceptions of flooding and seek advice on
how to develop a community flood plan. Molly Flynn, CCFF
Community Flood Resilience Co-ordinator, and Kate Pearson, EA
Flood Resilience, attended a follow up meeting with
Perranzabuloe Parish Councillors where they identified some
community shelter locations and volunteers to assist with their
community flood plan.

Bolingey Stream in Perranporth
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BOARD MEETINGS
The Board has met twice since the previous newsletter, first
on the 8th of March and then on the 14th of June. The March
meeting was held at Perranarworthal Village Memorial Hall
and the June meeting at Ladock Village Hall. Circulating the
meetings is a conscious strategy to get CCFF out of Truro and
into the areas which it serves. It also makes attendance
easier by non-Truro based representatives.
The next meeting and AGM will be held at the Hayle Waste
Water Treatment Works in St Erth on Friday 6th September
2019 from 10am–1pm. All members are welcome to
attend. There will be a guided tour of the works at the end
of the meeting, spaces are limited, so please email
Molly.Flynn@cornwallrcc.org.uk
to
confirm
your
attendance. There are currently four vacancies as CCFF
Trustee’s for which nominations are welcomed.

June Quarterly Board Meeting. Photo Credit: Louisa
Inch

CCFF ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2019
At the June meeting it was agreed to hold the CCFF 2019 Conference at the St John’s Hall in Penzance on the 4 th
November 2019. The conference will have a Community Resilience theme and will include plenary talks and
associated workshops on topical issues, such as Property Flood Resilience and Sustainable Drainage Systems.
Further details on this will be circulated in due course.

WeatherReady
WeatherReady is a campaign run by the
Met Office in partnership with the
Cabinet Office to help you prepare for,
and cope with, severe weather.
You can help spread the message of
weather preparedness by sharing their
advice through your social media
channels, website, or at any other groups
which you may be a part of. For more
information, follow the link provided
here:
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/
warnings-and-advice-/seasonaladvice/about-weatherre
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Defra PFR PATHFINDER PROJECT
Cornwall Community Flood Forum is delighted to announce that it will be a delivery partner in the Defra funded
pathfinder project ‘Boosting action to make homes and buildings more resilient to floods’. Led by Cornwall Council,
it is one of only three successful bids nationwide which looks to inspire change, understand the blockers and incentives
for increasing flood resilience and promote the new Property Flood Resilience (PFR) framework. The project will be
delivered and overseen by a delivery partnership comprising the five Lead Local Flood Authorities within the South
West Regional Flood and Coastal Committee area, JBA Consulting as PFR experts, and two Community Groups:
Cornwall Community Flood Forum and the Devon Community Resilience Forum. The project will also be supported by
strategic partners, including Cornwall Sustainable Buildings Trust, Eden Project, Climate Vision and relevant local
companies. At the end of the project, there will be an established self-sustaining professional hub which will lead on
local innovation to enhance the future take-up of PFR techniques, simplify and streamline the process for beneficiaries
and increase the flood resilience of communities in Devon and Cornwall.
Cornwall Council was instrumental in the creation of Cornwall Community Flood Forum (CCFF) in 2012 which
became the Council's delivery partner for their innovative Defra Community Flood Resilience Pathfinder Project
between 2013 and 2015. The legacy of this led to, amongst other things, a national training programme for community
volunteers. Many thanks to Dave Watkins, Cornwall Council’s Hydrologist and CCFF advisor, for pulling this bid
together. We look forward to working with them once again on another exciting venture!

MEMBERSHIP
The Forum comprises Full and Associate Members. We
also have a strong working relationship with the ‘Lead
Local Flood Authority’ and ‘Flood Risk Management
Authorities’ in Cornwall and in this capacity, officers from
Cornwall Council, the Environment Agency and South
West Water attend our Meetings and other events in their
capacity as ‘professional advisors’. We currently have 116
members, made up of full and associate memberships. Full
Members who, as individuals, are eligible to be Trustees
and to vote at General Meetings. Associate Members
include Parish Councils and other organisations and any
individuals who have an interest in our work but don’t
wish to be involved in our governance. Associate
Members do not have a vote at General Meetings.
Whilst Parish and Town Councils may only become
Associate Members, individual Councillors may choose to
become Full Members in their personal capacity. We are
keen to expand the membership, which remains ‘free of
charge’, so that representation on CCFF is more
comprehensive and so that more people and communities
can benefit from the services which CCFF provides.

Membership is free and includes a whole host
of benefits, including a vote at CCFF meetings,
regular updates and much more! The link to
our membership application page can be found
here:
www.cornwallcommunityfloodforum.org.uk/
membership-application/
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CLIMATE
CLIMATE EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY
CCFF applauds Cornwall Council for declaring a Climate
Emergency. Martyn Alvey, our CCFF Chairman, was instrumental
in the process. Cornwall Council held a one-day conference at
Tremough to chart the course of action to start offsetting the
Climate Emergency. A significant number of CCFF members,
Trustees and Directors attended and participated. Luci Isaacson,
wearing her consultant’s hat, made a presentation. Dave Watkins
wearing his day job hat at Cornwall Council ran a workshop and
spoke about the interaction of climate change on coastal areas and
planning. Cornwall Council has subsequently issued a Chief
Planning Officers guidance note called Planning for Coastal
Change. This can be found on the CC website through the following
link. Neighbourhood Plans for places including coast will need to
include provisions for shoreline management. The Note provides
input on this and links to other resources and a toolkit is being
developed. The following link takes you to the Cornwall Council
Strategic Flood Risk Map where you can input a post code and see
the risk for your area.
https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/index.html?zoomle
vel=1&xcoord=162690&ycoord=64380&wsName=sfra&layerNam
e=Coastal%20erosion%20-%20NCERM_NAI_LT_05_10m
Two areas of potential action are interesting, particularly with
regard to CCFF. First, recycling. Cornwall is currently lagging
behind other areas of the UK by only recycling 34% of its potential.
This means that more is going to landfill, the incinerator and being
left about than is desirable. Any steps which individuals or
organisations can take to encourage greater recycling will remove
waste from the landscape and thereby reduce flood risk. It is
amazing what mayhem one plastic object lodged in a drain at a
critical point can cause.
A significant amount of the litter observed in Cornwall is bottles,
cans and containers. These could be recycled. Introduction of a
deposit scheme for such containers would motivate people to not
toss them aside and would also make collecting and recycling
them an attractive economic opportunity. If you can encourage
the implementation of a deposit scheme this will further the cause
of addressing climate change and reducing flood risk. Every
journey begins with the first step as someone famous said!

CORNWALL COUNCIL CLIMATE EMERGENCY
PLAN
Subsequent to declaring a climate emergency,
Cornwall Council has developed a plan. This was
presented to the Council Cabinet on the 24th of
July and accepted as the basis upon which to
start work. If you want to see the details of the
proposals follow the links below to the report
and its appendices. It is lengthy but not that
difficult to read.
As readers of CCFF eNews your comments will be
appreciated. Are there areas which could be
improved? Have any issues not been addressed
which should be? Is the plan internally coherent?
Is the total greater than the sum of the parts? If
not, what improvements are suggested?
Report
Appendix 1
Appendix 2
Appendix 3
Appendix 4
How to Get in Touch:
Molly Flynn
Cornwall Community Flood Forum
Community Resilience Co-ordinator
E: Molly.Flynn@cornwallrcc.org.uk
T: 07975711429
www.cornwallcommunityfloodforum.org.uk

