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Presentation Brief

ÅWhat are Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 

ÅRole of the Lead Local Flood Authority in Planning (SuDS)

ÅLead Local Flood Authority assessment of planning  submissions

ÅPlanning conditions 

ÅPlanning objections

ÅPlanning appeals

ÅNeighbourhood Plan advice

άCould focus on how you assess applications, legitimate grounds for public objections and 

what may substantially be overcome by planning conditions and what is grounds for ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭέ

ά!ƭǎƻ how parish and town councils can constructively engage with the process in 
Neighbourhood tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέ

Cllr Martyn Alvey 
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Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)

ÅSustainable Drainage Systems collectively referred to as (SuDS)

ÅContribute to sustainable development and improve the places and 
spaces where we live, work and enjoy

ÅManage surface water quantity , water quality,biodiversity and 
amenity 

ÅSuDS mimic nature and aim to manage rainfall close to where it falls

ÅSuDS can be designed to:

Method Description

Infiltrate Encourage surface water to soak into the ground

Attenuate Capture surface water and slow down runoff before it
enterswatercourses or a point of discharge

Transport Move surface water to a place where it can be safely managed 
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SuDS Design Aims
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Drainage Hierarchy in Cornwall
Rank Method Description

1 Infiltration (separate) Soakaway serving individual premises.

2 Communal surface infiltration Infiltration basin, trench etc in open or 
communal space 

3 Below ground communal 
infiltration systems

Soakaway serving severalproperties, 
highwayetc in open or communal space 

4 Separateattenuation systems Serving individual properties with flow 
control

5 Communal flow controlled surface 
attenuation systems positioned in 
open space

Servingseveral properties, highway etc in 
open or communal space with discharge 
to a watercourse/water body

6 Attenuated flow controlled 
discharge to a surface water sewer

Subject to agreement with SWW Ltd

7 Attenuated flow controlled 
discharge to a combined sewer

Subject to agreement with SWW Ltd

8 Discharge to the sea Must not causecoastal erosion
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SuDS Examples in Cornwall
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Attenuation Pond - Temple 
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Role of the Lead Local 
Flood Authority in 

Planning 
(SuDS)



Information Classification: CONTROLLED

[ŜŀŘ [ƻŎŀƭ CƭƻƻŘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ό[[C!ύ wƻƭŜ

TheLLFAis the statutory consulteeto the LocalPlanningAuthority (LPA)
for:

ωMajor developments

ωMinor developmentswith complexsurfacewater implications

ωDevelopmentsin CriticalDrainageAreas

LLFAcanprovidecommentsin caseswherethe proposeddevelopment:

ÅHasconstraintse.g. mining,slopestability,costalerosionor other
issues

ÅDrainsinto a CriticalDrainageAreaor in areaof knownflood risk
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Legislation, Policy & Guidance


